tuberculosis was postulated at this early date by Isocrates, a
contemporary of Hippocrates, and subsequently by Aristotle and
Galen. Celsus (30 B.C.) recognized pulmonary tuberculosis as
a clinical entity and advocated treatment which in broad prin^
ciples differed little from the conservative treatment of ^toxday.
That tuberculosis was an infectious disease was recognized by
Fracastorius (A.D. 1484-1553), who pointed out the risk of
infection incurred by contacts; the contagious character of the
disease was also recognized by Morton in England in 1689.
During the eighteenth century the infectious character of pulx
monary tuberculosis had come to be accepted in Italy and in
Spain* In 1865 Villemin proved by a series of experiments that
the disease could be transmitted from animal to animal and from
man to animal. In 1882 Koch crowned a long course of brill>
iant and painstaking experimental work by the discovery of the
tubercle bacillus as the specific causative agent of the disease.
TUBERCULOSIS IN ANIMALS. The question of
tuberculosis in man is intimately related to the disease in animals,
and many characteristic features of the former are also observed in
the latter. One distinctive feature, however, has to be noted. While
no race of man appears to possess any marked degree of natural
immunity to infection with tubercle bacilli, such immunity to
infection, although varying and relative in degree, is observed
in certain animals. The horse, the donkey, the sheep, and the
mule, although they have for centuries been closely associated .
with man and with bovines, show a relatively high degree of
natural resistance to infection. On the other hand, apes, bovines,
pigs, rabbits, guinea/pigs, and certain birds are all susceptible.
The disease is stated to be rare among wild animals, although
animals of the deer tribe, if they feed on contaminated pasture,
become infected. Hamerton states that he has seen no evidence
of tuberculosis in the wild horse, ass, or zebra, and that it seldom
occurs in camels or kangaroos. From recent evidence, however,
it would appear that tuberculosis occurs in animals in the wild
state mow frequently than is generally supposed. Wells, as a
mult of aa investigation into the character of disease occurring
wr i L^l^ ? Cultivated areas in England, Scotland, and
Wate, has found that these animals suffer from advanced tuberx
and that the caseateg lesions which occur in the viscera